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PM Modi's visit to Kuwait after 43 years

❖ The Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, 
is set to visit Kuwait on December 
21-22. 

❖ The visit will be the first by an Indian 
Prime Minister in 43 years, the last 
being the visit by Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi in 1981



❖ Mr. Modi has visited all the other countries in 

the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) over 

the past 10 years, some more than once, 

and not having visited Kuwait was seen as a 

gap in India’s West Asia engagement. 

❖ This visit aims to not only plug this gap but 

also give a boost to the rather stagnant ties 

between the two countries which, 

otherwise, have much potential for a strong 

engagement.

Why Is Kuwait important?

❖ Kuwait holds significant strategic importance.

❖ Located at the north-east end of the Persian 

Gulf, it shares borders with Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia and hosts important American military 

bases.

❖ It is the only monarchy in the region 

which has experimented successfully 

with democracy. 

❖ On regional issues, it has generally 
maintained a neutral stance and has 

often been the interlocutor in resolving 

disputes.



❖ Its wealth is owed primarily to its vast oil 

reserves, which are sixth-largest globally. 

❖ It is also one of the founding members of the 

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC).

Untapped potential, existing links 

❖ India and Kuwait have always enjoyed 

friendly ties, built on a strong foundation of 

history and cultural bonds.

❖ India was one of the first countries to 

establish diplomatic relations with Kuwait 

following its independence from the British 

Protectorate in 1961. 

❖ Trade and people-to-people ties have 

traditionally been the main anchors of the 

bilateral ties. 

❖ India has consistently been among the top 

trading partners of Kuwait, with the total 

bilateral trade with Kuwait during FY 2023-

24 being $ 10.47 billion.

❖ During FY2023-24, Kuwait was the sixth 

largest crude supplier catering to about 

3.0 % of India’s total energy needs. 

❖ People-to-people ties form the other firm 

anchor. Out of a population of almost 4.9 

million, around 1 million Indians not only 

form the largest expatriate group in 

Kuwait but are also among the most 
trusted.



Areas to elevate ties 

❖ Despite enjoying mutual trust and goodwill, 

India’s ties with Kuwait — like with many 

others in the Gulf region — have not been 

able to transcend to the next level. 

❖  The signing of a comprehensive strategic 

partnership agreement with Kuwait could be 

the ideal start. 

❖ An agreement on defence cooperation 

could be signed too.

❖ India has invited Kuwait to join the 

International Solar Alliance (ISA) and the 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, 

which Kuwait is likely to accept. 

❖ From India, helping Kuwait in building its 

infrastructure under Kuwait’s ‘Vision 2035’ 

could be a good initiative. 

❖ Setting up institutes of higher education, 
such as the Indian Institute of Technology 

and the Indian Institute of Management, 

and modern hospitals in Kuwait could boost 

people-to-people ties.

❖ Cooperation in space programmes 

including launching satellites for Kuwait 

would make good headlines too. 

❖ The scope for Kuwait-India ties is huge and 
the wish list endless. Hopefully, this visit will 

provide the perfect platform to kick-start a 

golden era in this very important bilateral 

relationship. 



Siliguri corridor and its strategic importance 
for India

❖ Union Home Minister Amit Shah highlighted 
the significance of the Siliguri corridor as a 
crucial link to Northeast India and said that 
the presence of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) in 
the area comes as an assurance to the entire 
country.



❖ The Siliguri Corridor, often referred to as the 
"Chicken's Neck", is a narrow stretch of land in 
the Indian state of West Bengal.

❖ It connects the northeastern states of India with 
the rest of the country. Its geopolitical, strategic, 
and economic significance makes it a critical asset 
for India.

Significance of Siliguri Corridor

• The corridor is crucial for maintaining India’s territorial 
integrity. 

• Any compromise in the region can isolate the 
northeastern states from the rest of India.

• The area is vulnerable to external threats, especially 
given its proximity to the China-Bhutan border in the 
north and Bangladesh in the south.

Military Importance:
❖ The corridor serves as a vital supply route for the 

Indian Army, particularly for accessing forward bases 
in Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh.

❖ It is critical for India’s preparedness against China, 
especially in light of past conflicts like the 1962 Sino-
Indian War and the ongoing border tensions.

Geopolitical Sensitivity:
❖ Its proximity to China’s Chumbi Valley (a tri-junction 

of India, Bhutan, and China) poses a strategic 
challenge. Control over this area could jeopardize 
India’s access to the Northeast.



Trade and Connectivity:
• The Siliguri Corridor is a gateway for trade between 

mainland India and its north-eastern states, facilitating 
the movement of goods and services.

• It connects to important international trade routes, 
including access to Bhutan and Nepal.

Tourism Hub:
• The region is a base for tourism to destinations like 

Darjeeling, Gangtok, and Bhutan, contributing 
significantly to local and national economies.

Developmental Integration:
• The corridor supports initiatives like the Act East Policy, 

which aims to integrate north-eastern states with 
Southeast Asia for economic development.

Govt Initiatives

Border Infrastructure Development:
• Investments in road and rail networks, including 

the Bharatmala Pariyojana and Golden Quadrilateral, 
aim to strengthen connectivity in the region.

Act East Policy:
• This policy focuses on improving trade and cultural ties 

with Southeast Asia, with the Siliguri Corridor acting as 
a vital link.

Integrated Check Posts (ICPs):
• Modern ICPs along the borders of Nepal and 

Bangladesh are being developed to streamline trade 
and security.



What is Gaganyaan mission …?



❖ Gaganyaan-G1, the first of three uncrewed 

test missions that will lead up to India’s 

maiden human space- flight, is designed to 

mimic, end-to-end, the actual flight and 

validate critical technologies and 
capabilities including the Human-rated 

Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (HLVM3) .

❖ The HLVM3-G1 mission is designed to 

validate technologies and abilities needed 

for a manned mission. 

❖ It is designed as an end-to-end mission covering 

lift-off, injection into orbit, ‘circularisation’ of 

orbit, re-entry and splashdown,” . 

❖ The G1 mission will also flight-test the humanoid 
robot Vyommitra developed by the ISRO Inertial 

Systems Unit (IISU).

❖ The ISRO is planning two more uncrewed 

missions — G2 and G3 — before the 

actual manned flight.



Q)The impact of communalism can be detrimental to social harmony, peace, and 
the overall development of the nation. Examine the causes and impact of 
communalism in India.

❖ Communalism basically an ideology whichis A 
belief that people who follow the same religion 

have common secular interests i.e. they have 

same political, economic and social interests. So, 

here socio- political communalities arise. 

❖  A notion that, in a multi-religious society like 

India, these common secular interests of one 

religion is dissimilar and divergent from the 

interests of the follower of another religion.



Factors responsible for growth of Communalism in India:

❖ The “Divide and Rule” policy of the British Government served their colonial interest. The 

partition of India was the ultimate outcome of their politics. 

❖ A number of communal and sectarian political parties and organisations are present in 

India. Muslim League, Jamaat—Islami, Hindu Mahasabha, Akali Dal, Vishwa Hindu 

Parishad are directly or indirectly responsible for the emergence of communalism

❖ Indian Muslims have developed a tendency of isolationism even long after the 

creation of Pakistan. They remain aloof from the mainstream of national politics. 

❖ Mass poverty and unemployment create a sense of frustration among the people. It generates 

backwardness, illiteracy, ignorance, etc. 

❖ The unemployed youth of both the communities can be easily trapped by religious 

fundamentalists and fanatics. 

❖ The two major communities of India have been suspicious towards each other. The Muslims 

complain of the threat of Hindu cultural invasion upon their lives and have become more 

assertive of their rights.



❖ Communal tensions in India sometimes are highly intensified due to the rule of two neighbouring 

theocratic countries. These countries try to create communal problems in the border states.

❖ Both the Union and the State Governments often fail to prevent communalism in the country. 

Due to lack of prior information, they fail to take any preventive measures.

Ramification of Communalism:

❖ Genocides: With mass killings, the real sufferers are the poor, who lose their house, their near 

and dear ones, their lives, their livelihood, etc. It violates the human rights from all direction. 

Sometimes children lose their parents and will become orphan for a lifetime. 

❖ Ghettoization and refugee problem are other dimensions of communalism induced violence, 

whether its inter country or intra country.

❖ It becomes a threat for the unity and integrity of the nation as a whole. It promotes only 

the feeling of hatred in all directions, dividing the society on communal lines. 

❖ Minorities are viewed with suspicion by all, including state authorities like police, 

paramilitary forces, army, intelligence agencies, etc. 



Recommendations of Committee on National Integration 

o Joint celebration of community festivals 

o Observing restraint by Hindus while taking processions before the mosques

o Formation of peace and brotherhood communities at local level to prevent antisocial 

elements from engaging in communal riots 

o Respect for religious customs, rituals and practices

Intolerance can lead India to get collapsed from being a secular country to communal. And 

India is known to the world by the term “diversity”. It is beautiful when the people irrespective of 

their differences are co-existing.
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